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Background

Mother-to-child transmission (MTCT) is the primary
route of HIV infection in children under 15 years of
age. In Ghana PMTCT programme was piloted in two
hospitals in Atua government hospital and St Martin de
Porres Hospital in 2002 and later expanded to other
health centres. In Ghana Prevention of Mother to Child
Transmission (PMTCT) services are free. It is however
worth noting that, with the ever increasing public health
expenditure in recent years, the government cannot foot
the bill on PMTCT all alone. There is therefore the
need for individual contributions to ensure sustainability
of HIV/AIDS and other health care interventions, hence
the study to determine how much individuals will be
willing to pay to prevent MTCT of HIV/AIDS.

Methods

The study employs the contingent valuation method to
investigate the willingness-to-pay for the PMTCT of
HIV/AIDS, as well as the determinants of pregnant
women’s willingness-to-pay for PMTCT of HIV/AIDS in
three antenatal care centres in Ghana (Atua Govern-
ment Hospital, St. Martins Deporres Hospital-Agorma-
nya and the Central Regional Hospital-Cape Coast)
using logit and OLS regression.

Results

About 91 percent of the respondents were willing to pay
some amount of money for PMTCT of AIDS. The aver-
age willingness-to-pay by all the respondents was $4
(GH¢4.20). Results from both the logit and the OLS
regressions indicate that income is the most significant
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factor that affects the willingness-to-pay for PMTCT of
HIV/AIDS. Other factors such as HIV/AIDS status, dis-
tance to antenatal clinic, age and marital status were
also shown to have effect on the WTP for HIV/AIDS,
though the results were not robust.

Discussion

The study indicate that pregnant women place high
value on the PMTCT of HIV/AIDS programme in
Ghana, hence their willingness to pay some amount of
money for PMTCT.
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