
POSTER PRESENTATION Open Access

Condom use and sexual partnerships among
truck drivers in Southern Brazil
Daniela Knauth*, Andréa Fachel Leal, Flavia Pilecco

From 16th International Symposium on HIV and Emerging Infectious Diseases
Marseille, France. 24-26 March 2010

Background
The truck drivers are a social group that is characterized
by two things: be predominantly male and their itinerant
character. These features provide a particular context to
the experiences of gender and sexuality. This paper aims
to demonstrate condom use and its relationship to the
sexual partners of truck drivers.

Methods
The data analyzed are the result of a study conducted in
five cities that concentrate a large number of truck dri-
vers in southern Brazil. In the quantitative phase, 854
were interviewed truck drivers and qualitative phase
were conducted semi-structured interviews with truck
drivers and participant observation at gas stations.

Results
The truck mention the use of condoms, however there
is a continued use, it depends on the partnership and
the type of relationship. Thus, 68.8% of respondents
claim to use condoms, always (36.5%) or sometimes
(32.3%), but only 24.9% of them reported condom use at
last intercourse. Those who used condoms in their rela-
tionship, did so with partners classified as sex worker
(98.2%) or possible (84.4%). Condom use falls signifi-
cantly with a primary partner (wife or girlfriend) to 14%.
Everyone recognizes that it is common to use the ser-
vices of prostitutes in night parades. Approximately
57.4% of the subjects reported having used such ser-
vices. Only 46.2% had condoms in the truck during the
interview.

Discussion
Truck drivers are a very vulnerable group of STD/AIDS
referred for engaging in risk associated with known

infection, such as multiple sexual partners not associated
with condom use and high use of alcohol and stimu-
lants. While the high use of condoms, it occurs irregu-
larly, depending on the type of partnership considered.
Preventive actions should consider the character predo-
minantly male and this itinerant population, with speci-
fic actions to stimulate prevention.
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