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The statistical probability of seroconversion is propor-
tional to the number of needlesticks incurred and the like-
lihood that the needlesticks will be with HIV infected
blood. Careful adherence to recommended operating
room practices, combined with meticulous attention to
handling needles and sharps, should result in few, if any,
cases of occupational HIV seroconversion among OR per-
sonnel. HIV testing is not feasible in the management of
emergency patients; these are often the individuals at
highest risk for HIV infection and over whom the surgical
team has the least control. Non-operative treatment of
HIV-infected patients is not an option; many procedures
are performed either to enable the individual to lead a
more comfortable, productive life or for diagnostic pur-
poses.
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